Securing Water in Tank Cascades for Agricultural
Livelihoods in Gundar basin, Tamil Nadu

September 15, 2011

YNadurai Symposium 2011

The Seminar

nagement plathorm for

:"«I.Il.‘ll.ll.ll IL"'ul'lli'hl"lu.lll 1= A l"lt!"ll'.ll ovem IN"|||.' 'l-rs'lllll'l.-|| ar '\I.l-\.‘ltlrll a5 a L"l'l“.:‘il.‘l
s and 1o advance their collaboranon

luring September 14

cxpericnoes on vanous development the

development practitioncrs to share thed
v Madura ‘\1|11|1- wiam M1 1 schedubed o0 be orpanizec

with other iInsorutions and r\||}-|u' The h
18, 2011 at Madurai, The focus of the Madura Symposium 2011 is on intcgrating liveliboods devel

MR '.'.:”' Vamiss

development mtervenoons and shanng fickd expenences o address the global issues relaved 1o sustanable developmiemt

o conduct & semmar on “Sex Tigli1id Waier in Tank Cascades for L ulfural

[‘!.II"TI._' 'I|1I. | I11[_'\- M, 1T MK '|'|1l l|'|l Ll

Livelibwneds in Coundar basin®™



Bockground

Twenty first conmury wincsses and/or started cxpenencing the
groewing intensity of ‘namural’ everis and vanable weather is a
clear sign of chimate change, as weather sciemists well us
Increasing, irend of very short but inicise spells of raimfall is
makang fresh and usable water scarce i Indua. This insists about
the mecessity for increasing capital mvestments in local fresh
water infrastructures and organising the enonganised seound
them with sustainable insttutionsl mechanisms which ensures
livelihonds and poverty reduction. And, that is what Vayalagam
promested by water theme collective of DHAN Foundston, a
professicnal development organisation based ar docs and keeps
mduimﬁu'm:pmlnmdhh‘lkc-inhwhmm
and strategies  facilitating investment in people  through
sanitation, hypene, oducation, chimate adapeanion, efficient

Overview of Gundar Basin

Gundar basin onginses from the i shadow fegon of
Wessernghats snd it spresds over M0 hamles in 5 disnices
namely Madurs, Ramnad, Socagangi, Virudhenagar, and
Tutierrin. MNeardy 5 lakh familics most  of them  manginal,
lnmsdlews anad small farmuing famdlies lve bere for contunes, The
total are of the basin spreads about 5660 Sqkm. The basin
recerves 550 - W00 mm of minfall. There are 22706 ranks and 43
anascuts are there. OF which 43900 Ha land are irigated by 511
PWI) canks and 27600 Ha land arc iwrigated by 1765 minor
irnganon tanks come under the conerol of Panchavar enson
Meardy 14388 Ha land arc irmgated by the anascuts. There are also
S50 poranics. These ooranics e ased both for drinking water
and for domese use,

Challenges for Stabilising Agricultural Livelihoods

Declining rend in Agricubure based vellhoods s prevalent in
this basin becawse of incressing ares of fallow lands infessed with
Julifhors jungle, ko productivity and bow income, missing nks
of water ways, deyencration of tank system, water deficit for

arul eher relaved issses. Most of the tanks n this
basin are hydmologically linked a3 coscades. Tank cascade
Swatcrshed approach while doing the ank development works
will give good results. Since from the establishing of separue

Guncar basin division by PWD (WRO)) in the year 1996, vanious
water resources development works like construction of the new
anaicuts, new tanks construction, feeder channel chearance, and
tank modernizaison are beng implemenied i this basin for ihe
tank fod sprcultural development.  In addition g thar vanous
stakeholders like the DRDA, DWDA, NABARD, other line
depantments, agricultuml rescarch stations  and NGOs are
implementing the tunk conservation programmes, watershed
development programmes and other agncubaral development
sctavities for securing the bveliboosds of the farming communsty
in this basin. Social capital s grassoots sach as civie bodies,
blﬂ:fndcmunmﬂkfnmmm and other bocal level
people | jons  are king for the water resource
cosnservation in the basin

We, DHAN Vayalagam | Tank) Foundastion with the
sponsarship from Hindusan Unilever Limited and National
Bank For Agricubture and Rural Dﬁ!:qulmm! (NABARDY
facilitate effective ramwater in enhanced kocal water
commans located in hydrologically inked chain of mnks in
Crunclar basin,

In the present scenario, it demands  collective effons of all the
stake hobders. o address the real development msues of the basin
and w scoderate the dovelopment process 1o achieve the
Ivelihond security of the people in the Gundar basin, This
seminar will sct as the platform for sharing the successful

eapericnoes of the cascade development for impacting on the
agricubtural based livelihoods, effores of the vanous stake holders

for securing the agricubural based livelihoods in this basin and
other related experiences, This seminar will belp oo discuss the
varkus strategic and pobcy isswes, This semanar will recommensd
the way forwarnd for futane sction by all the stake holders.

Objectives of the seminar

@ To discuss the impact of the tank cascade development
through communary institunon for siababueng the sgrculure.

% To builld the perspectives among the smkeholders and
practiioners on “Converged  scnon for the  velihood
development of the farming communitics in Crundar basin™,

@ To influence the policy s manstresm institutions for
initcyratig the Concept



% Toevalve suitable stratepics and action plan for the collecuve
action by vanous stakcholders like mainstream instiutions,
NGO, Rescarch institutions, Corporates and others for
securnng liveliboods of the people in Gundar basin.

Participants

The expecred partapants for the seminar are development
practitioners, stake holders such as mainstream instrhutions,
hankers, NGO ropresenetives, keading farmers, Academia and
ineerestcd indsviduals who sctvely involve in implementation of
different tank  development and  warershed

projects. The sclecoed onganizations would make lesd paper
preseitateon  that would be follvwed by discussion asd
deliberations on the theme.

Expected outcome

# Impact of 1ank comservation in seabilizing the agneulure.

@ Moddel building through the Public Pravate Parmership model
% Shared understanding on the proposed subjeet.

% Devcloping action plan for mainstreaming the conecpt

& Develop policy bkesds for further decsssion scoon through
nerwnrks or collaboration

Programme Schedule

1N - Prayer and weloome

TS - Purpsse anad backgeround of the seminar
1030 - Oppening address: Chairperson

11045 - Lead paper presentation

1115 - Deiscussson o bead paper Bodings
11,45 - Tea break

1215 - Paper presentations by the practinoners
1330 - Lunch break

14,30 - Sushy group discussion

18 - Giromigy presentation and synithesis

16,30 - Resobutions and comcluding remarks

Venue and Date of the Seminar

The seminar s w b organieed in Thamukkam
Civominds on 1 5th Scpiember 2011

Registration and contact

Kindly confirm your paricipation and send vour papers. if
any, slong with your travel plan therough emal u

M. Rajasckaran,
Team leader
DHAN Vavalagam (Tank) Foasndaton,
17, Vellsi Pillayar kaodl Streee, Madurs -625000
Phone: +91 <452 3601673, Mobile: (M4R6467112
FEmail: dhantankigdhanons vimadurasnod@@dhanong




DHAN Vayalagam (Tank) Foundation, Madurai

Tankfed Agriculture Development Programime was one of the thematic
programmes of DHAN Foundaton towards the purpose of reducing rural
poverty. For up scaling the tank programme and for ennching the warer
related development interventions, DHAN Foundation promaoted DHAN
Vayalagam (Tank) Foundation (DVTF) which became operational with
effect from Ocrober 2, 2006, The DVTF is striving for the conservanion = £
and development of small scale traditional water resources such as tanks,
ponds, ooranies, supply channels ete in addition 1o the development of

watersheds through people’s participation. At present DVTF is working in

i States with the support of Government, National and International

Corporate Philanthropies and other funding agencies.




