
1*. Are
POPs
used?

No

5*. Why
are POPs

used?

3*. Is
use

legal?

Illegal

Legal

Alternatives
considered
too costly

Alternatives
considered
ineffective

Insufficient
public
awareness

2*. Continue monitoring.

4*. Possible causes:
• Poor enforcement of existing

legislation, including border
control

• Poor information about bans
to pesticide users

• Huge stocks of obsolete
pesticides

• Certain POP uses may still be
legal. Diversion to illegal
uses may be tempting.

6*. Costing and cost comparisons
biased:
• External costs of older

practices are not considered.
• Domestic production of

POPs may be favoured
through taxation, etc.

• Production of POPs (and
other older pesticides) often
cheaper than modern
alternatives

7*. Users consider alternatives
ineffective:
• Changes in treatment

frequencies and methods may
be required.

• Knowledge and Local
experience on alternative
approaches may be lacking

• Integrated approaches should
be considered

8*. Users as well as the general
public may not be informed of the
risks posed by POPs to health and
environment

• Contain or dispose of
stocks (ch 3.5, 4.12)

• Improve information to
pesticide users

• Sharpen enforcement and
regulations on uses, and
limit availability to a
minimum (ch 2, 3.1)

• Analyse pesticide policies
(ch 2, 3.1)

• Assess real costs (ch 3.3)
• Induce a pesticide policy

reform process (ch 3.1)
• Encourage companies to

favour alternatives

Upgrade pesticide analysis
capacity

• Identify alternatives
through improved
information exchange
(networks, study visits,
training) (ch 2)

• Do research on alternative
methods together with
farmers, communities and
other stakeholders (ch 2)

Reducing/eliminating persistent organic pesticides

*: Numbers refer to
items in chapter 1

•  Conduct information
campaigns on POPs to raise
public awareness

•  Train pesticide users in
safety and risk-reduction

Suggested action

An alternative approach to an
identified POPs use 

is to be chosen
(ch 2, 3, 4)

11*. WARNING: When using pesticides:
• Selected pesticides must be approved 

for intended use
• Very toxic pesticides should only be used

in emergencies by trained applicators
• Consider risks of inducing or increasing 

pesticide resistance (see ch. 3, item 4)
• Protective equipment must be used
• Choose suitable formulations and 

application methods
• Use only good quality pesticides 

from responsible providers

10*. Apply an integrated
approach making informed
decisions based on:
• Ecosystem observations
• Natural regulatory

mechanisms
• Non-chemical

alternatives
• Pesticides only as a last

resort (go to 11)

Yes

No

Suggested action

Suggested action

Suggested action

Suggested action

9*. Is there 
a need for temporary 
substitution of POPs 
pesticides with other 

pesticides?

Yes


