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Why this conference:  

Mountain areas occupy 24% of the Earth’s land surface; they are home to 12% of the 

global population, and another 14% of the population lives in their immediate proximity.  

Globally, mountain areas are vital sources of water for agricultural, industrial, and 

domestic use.  They include major centers of biodiversity, often coinciding with centers 

of cultural diversity where traditional ecological knowledge is maintained.  In an 

urbanizing world, mountain areas are the key locations for tourism and recreation. 

Mountain systems are particularly fragile, and subject to both natural and anthropogenic 

drivers of change.  These range from volcanic, seismic events and flooding to global 

climate change and the loss of vegetation and soils because of inappropriate agricultural 

and forestry practices and extractive industries.  Thus, many mountain ecosystems are 

moving along trajectories that couple high rates of environmental change with strong 

economic changes.  The collective effect may be to alter the ability of these ecosystems 

to provide critical goods and services to both mountain and lowland people. 

Climate change needs to be understood both as a 'cause (a driving force)' triggering 

change in the natural and social realms as well as a 'consequence' of anthropogenic 

activities. The (interactive) nexus of 'climate change' and 'globalisation' can account for 

most of the changes that are sweeping our physical world and societies in recent times. 

For the highly fragile mountain ecosystems and vulnerable mountain communities of the 

Himalayas, these two factors should be considered in tandem. 

Need of the hour is to make Earth a Sustainable Earth meaning thereby people support 

the earth, so that the earth can support the people. Because all things of the earth are 

mutually interlinked, serve each other with the relationship of reciprocity and inter-

relationship are approached through different disciplines: climate, nature, biodiversity, 

energy and so on.  

Today, the water and climate change have become a prime issue for the world. The 
devastation caused at the world level is increasing year after year. Flood in Brazil and 
Australia, record break reduction in the temperature in USA and European countries are 
some of the recent examples of effect of climate change worldwide. It is important to 
understand how and where the problem began and how one can get everything back 
into balance. To understand these issues Govt. Post Graduate College, Chamba, 
Himachal Pradesh in collaboration with Mountain Forum Himalayas is going to 
organize a National conference on SUSTAINABLE USE OF WATER RESOURCES IN 

CONTEXT OF CLIMATE CHANGE-  A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY from 11- 13 March, 2011.  
 

Where, By whom and on What:   

"Knowledge is Power if it’s shared" . Govt. PG College, Chamba and Mountain Forum 

Himalayas invite you to share your research based knowledge in UGC sponsored 

National Conference going to be held on 11-13 March, 2011. All interested professors in 

universities/college/NIT/IIT/independent researchers, academicians, NGOs, policy 



makers, industry people are invited to be the part of three days event in the Historical 

Town of Chamba, HP. The Themes for the conference are as follow: 

Themes: 

1. State of Natural Water Resources 

2. Living with water Problems in changing world/ climate change 

3. Water related Disasters  

4. Water for Agriculture, food security and Livelihoods 

5. Water and Energy Generation 

6. Water and Industry 

7. Case studies  

 
However, themes are limited and abstract can be submitted in any other related sub-
topics. To reduce carbon foot prints, we would appreciate if you send your abstract as 
well as paper electronically using official Email: conferencechamba2011@gmail.com  by 
writing “for submission of abstract for National conference” in subject box of the mail. 
  
IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Submission of abstract:   20th February, 2011 
Declaration of acceptance of abstract:  25th February, 2011  
Submission of full length paper:  05th of March, 2011 
Registration on or before:   10th of March, 2011 
 
All received abstracts will be scrutinized by the scientific steering review 
committee, constituted for this purpose and the decision of the committee will be 
final. 
 

Guidelines to submit Abstract: The abstract should clearly indicate the main 
theme/title, objectives, methodology, major findings, and conclusions of the proposed 
paper and its relationship to the topic/sub-topics or objectives of the conference. The 
abstract including title, not more than 5 key words, and text should be no longer 
than 250 words in Times New Roman, Font Size 12.  
 
The full length paper must be submitted on official Email 
conferencechamba2011@gmail.com in as a word document with tables and figures in 
their proper positions. Use Times New Roman in 10-point font, 1.5 line space, with full 
left and right justifications. Papers presented in the conference will be published in form 
of souvenir and selected papers will be published in form of ISBN book. 
 
Deadline for submission of full length paper: 05 March 2011. 
 
Registration Fee: registration fee include conference kit, tea, conference meal and 
welcome reception. 

For academician, practitioners, NGO,  
Scientists, consultants     = 1000=00 
For students      = 0500=00   



Registration fees will be accepted either in form of Bank Draft drawn on “Punjab National 
Bank “payable at Chamba, Himachal Pradesh or can be deposited at the counter.  
  
What can you do? 
 
You can present your work as oral and poster presentation. 
 
Official Language: The official language of the conference will be English. 
 
About Chamba: 

  
Figure 1: Blue colored space showing Chamba district 

Chamba is an ancient town in the Chamba district in the state of Himachal Pradesh, 
Northern India. According to 2001 census, Chamba has a population of 38,312 people. 
Located at an altitude of 996 metres (3,268 ft) above mean sea level, the town is 
situated on the right bank of the River Ravi (a major tributary of the Trans-Himalayan 
Indus River).  

Though historical records date the history of the Chamba region to the Kolian tribes in 
the 2nd century BC, the area was formally ruled by the Maru dynasty, starting with the 
Raja Maru from around 500 AD, ruling from the ancient capital of Bharmour, which is 
located 75 kilometres from the town of Chamba. In 920, Raja Sahil Varman shifted the 
capital of the kingdom to Chamba, following the specific request of his daughter 
Champavati. From the time of Raja Maru, 67 Rajas of this dynasty have ruled over 
Chamba until it finally merged with the Indian Union in April 1948. Chamba was under 
British suzerainty from 1846 to 1948. 

 
How to Reach Chamba: Chamba in one of the 12 districts of Himachal Pradesh 
situated in the lap of majestic Peer Panjal and Dhauladhar Range of lesser Himalayas. 
Chamba shares its boundaries with Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir. Chamba is well 
connected with state highway and situated at the distance of 120 km away from nearest 
railways station i.e. Pathankot/chakki Bank and 240 km from the nearest airport i.e. 
Jammu and Amritsar. Chamba is 375 km away from state capital Shimla and 625 km 
away from New Delhi. Well connected from New Delhi (ISBT) with Deluxe Buses coming 



directly to Chamba. Regular bus service is available from Pathankot nearest railways 
station at an interval of 30 mins. Taxies are available at the outskirt of railway stations 
and airports. Buses take 3-4 hours from Pathankot, 5-6 hours from Jammu and Amritsar 
airports and 13-14 hours from New Delhi to arrive at Chamba. (Night bus-service could 
be a preferable option from New Delhi and it can be either via Chandigarh or via 
Ludhiana/Jallandhar/Pathankot). 24 hour bus-service is available from Pathankot ISBT 
to Chamba.  

 
 
About Host institution: The Government College, Chamba, Himachal Pradesh is a 

premier institution imparting higher education to the students of the Chamba region with 

an objective of providing quality education to the majority of students since May 18, 

1958. The college is situated at magnificent location between Peer Panjal and 

Dhauladhar ranges of lesser Himalayas in the left bank of Ravi.  The college is 

recognized by UGC under section 2 Para B of UGC act and receiving development 

assistance. This institution is offering graduate courses in three major streams viz. 

Science, Arts and Commerce. The college on its campus has teaching blocks, science 

laboratories, computer section, assembly hall (Darbour hall), and tribal hostel for boys. 

The college is managed and monitored by the State Government. The students are 

admitted to the different courses at graduate level and Post Graduation in English, 

Economics and History as per the prescribed norms laid by HP University. Apart from 

these there are BBA, BCA, PGDCA courses which are recently started in the campus.  

IT laboratory is set up by Science and Technology Department, Govt. of Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 
Just to reduce our commitment to the carbon footprint, we would appreciate if you send 
your abstract as well as paper electronically at conferencechamba2011@gmail.com or 
mkslariya@gmail.com  



 
Sightseeing tour on Day-3: Sightseeing tour will be organized on the third day of the 
conference i.e. 13th of March (Sunday) and it will be contributory and including pack-
lunch and tea at this (as visible in the photograph) beautiful place.  
   

 
 

About Khajjiar, The Mini Switzerland: A small picturesque saucer-shaped plateau 

surrounded by dense pine and deodar forests, is one of the 160 places throughout the 

world to have been designated “Mini Switzerland” officially by the Swiss Ambassador 

on July 7, 1992.  It is a tiny tourist resort about 20 kms from Chamba; at an altitude of 

6,500 ft. above mean sea level. Khajjiar is exquisitely nestled down in the foothills of the 

imposing Dhauladhar ranges of the Western Himalayas. The dish-shaped Khajjiar 

provides a panoramic and breathtaking perspective to visitors. 

Khajjiar is famous for the popular Khajji Naga shrine dedicated to the serpent 
God from which the name is believed to have been derived. The temple dates 
back to the 10th century and is interspaced with different patterns and images on 
the ceiling and wooden posts. A curious blend of Hindu and Mughal styles of 
architecture is reflected in the wooden carvings on the ceilings and wooden 
posts. The image carvings are said to represent the Kauravas who were tied up 
here in the hideout by the Pandavas.  
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