ENSURING FOOD SECURITY IN A CHANGING CLIMATE

Gene Campaign and Action Aid are organizing a national conference on Ensuring Food Security in a Changing Climate to generate greater awareness about this crucial issue and to develop recommendations for action, with wide stakeholder inputs.

Whereas the phenomenon of climate change has been in international focus, culminating in the Copenhagen Accord, its connection to agriculture and food security has received considerably less attention. Adapting our agriculture timely to climate change is key to reducing its impact on agricultural productivity and rural livelihoods. 

According to climate estimates, agriculture in the productive areas of South Asia will be amongst the worst affected, with predictions that almost 40 percent of the production potential could be lost if the problem is not addressed. Ensuring agriculture productivity and food security will require careful management of resources like soil, water and biodiversity.  Our responses will need to address mitigation from agriculture, but far more, strategies for adaptation, so that the impact of climate change can be minimized. 
The conference will be held in Delhi on 23 and 24 April, 2010 , at the Constitution Club ( Speakers Hall). Sri Jairam Ramesh will inaugurate the conference; Dr MS Swaminathan  will deliver the keynote address and a range of experts will address various aspects of  mitigation and coping with adaptation  in order to support sustainable food security. 
 

After the presentations participants will hold discussions to frame recommendations for action that will be sent to the government. This is expected to lay the basis for a sustained advocacy program asking for policy changes to ensure food security in a changing climate.
Those interested in this conference can register (free) on the GC website: www.genecampaign.org 
