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(Inside front flap)
Water is a complex subject that gives rise to many issues, and several of them have legal aspects. The book proceeds from various water-related problems and issues to the legal questions that arise in those contexts, examines the adequacy and appropriateness of the relevant existing laws, if any, and considers the changes and reforms that are needed. It seeks to cover the ground extensively. The book also briefly raises and explores the case for a constitutional declaration on water and an over-arching national water law. This compendious volume thus straddles two domains, viz., (i) water-resource policy, management, conservation, conflict-resolution, etc (in itself a multiple domain encompassing many concerns and disciplines); and (ii) water law. 

The book should be of interest to policy-makers, planners and administrators concerned with water at the Central, State and local levels; students, academics and practitioners in the domains of water as well as law; social scientists, NGOs and activists concerned with the various issues discussed in the book; the media; and the general public.  It should be useful as a main or supplementary textbook in universities and research or management institutions where any aspect of water (engineering, ecological, legal, social, economic, management or other) is a subject of study. 
(inside back flap)
Ramaswamy R. Iyer , formerly Secretary, Water Resources, in the Government of India, was Research Professor at the Centre for Policy Research (CPR), New Delhi, where he worked on water-related issues, and in particular on cooperation on river waters by India, Nepal and Bangladesh (1990−99). He continues in CPR in an honorary capacity. He has been a member of many government committees and commissions, including the National Commission on Integrated Water Resources Development Plan (1997−99), and is the Chairman of a Task Force on Natural Resources, Environment, Land, Water and Agriculture. From time to time he has done undertaken consultancy assignments for the World Bank; the World Commission on Dams (WCD); the International Water Management Institute, Colombo; United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), New Delhi; the European Commission; and others. He is currently (from August 2007) a Member of the UNSGAB High Level Expert Panel on Water and Disaster, an adjunct to the UN Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation. He has published numerous articles, papers and books.
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