WATER AND THE LAWS IN INDIA; BOOK LAUNCH FUNCTION: INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
Hon’ble Vice-President of India Shri Hamid Ansari, Shri K. C. Sivaramakrishnan, Shri B. G. Verghese, Shri Vivek Mehra, distinguished Panelists, and friends,

The Hon’ble Vice-President of India’s gracious presence on this occasion is an honour and a privilege for which I am deeply grateful. I am also very appreciative of the trouble that Sage Publications have taken in arranging this function.   

In the time allotted to me for introductory remarks, I shall not say much about the contents of the book, as these will be gone into during the Panel Discussion. Instead, I shall say a few words about how the book came into being.
I have been writing and speaking about water-policy and related matters for over two decades now. During that period I have had occasion to deal with a wide range of problems and issues, such as inter-State river water disputes, the adjudication process, the right to water and water rights, dead or dying rivers, the depletion and contamination of aquifers, the roles of PRIs and of civil society institutions in local water management, the problems of governance in urban and rural water supply, water markets, and so on. All these are complex issues with multiple aspects and dimensions including engineering, economic, social, ecological and managerial ones, but almost all of them have legal dimensions as well. Those multiple aspects, including the legal ones, were dealt with in my two earlier books on water and in numerous articles and papers, but I came to feel that there was a need for a book devoted specially to the legal issues relating to water. A paper that I wrote in 2005 under the title ‘Water and the Laws in India’ for a book on constitutional history that was being edited by Dr. Subhash Kashyap was the outline precursor that eventually led to this bulky book with the same title.
My proposal for an edited book on Water and the Laws in India with a number of contributions by diverse hands, and an Introduction and a final wrap-up chapter by me as editor, found enthusiastic support in CPR and became a CPR project. Work on it began in late 2005. A framework for the book was worked out, clusters of themes and questions were formulated, these were circulated to a selected number of possible contributors with diverse disciplinary and professional backgrounds, and papers were requested. The response was gratifying. Almost all the authors who were approached agreed to write papers; there were very few cases of negative answers because of other commitments. There was an Authors’ Workshop in March 2007 to ensure coordination, coherence and an inter-disciplinary orientation. At an early stage Sage Publications showed an interest in the book, and that interest never flagged.

I began with a plan of 12 papers, but the number and range of themes to be covered led to a final number of 20, apart from my brief Introduction and fairly elaborate wrap-up chapter. The various processes involved in bringing a book into being necessarily took some time, and finally we have reached the stage of book-release. My primary feeling today is one of relief. The book has meant more than three years of hard work on my part. I hope the readers will consider that time well spent.  
While I must await the verdict of the readers and reviewers on the quality of the book, I hope that I can, without undue immodesty, make two claims about it. First, I should like to think that the present book fills a gap, in so far as the legal aspects of water policy issues are concerned. To the best of my knowledge, there is no such book at present. There was indeed a pioneering effort in this direction by the late Chhatrapati Singh, but that was 15 years ago, and it was a slimmer book. Secondly, the present book, in its effort to approach comprehensiveness, covers a fairly extensive range of themes and issues.  
That coverage comes from diverse hands. Reading and editing the contributions of twenty authors was a strenuous task, but a rewarding one. I learnt a great deal in the process. I must thank the contributors for the cooperation that they extended to me. I am also grateful to CPR and Sage for the support that I received from them at every stage. Now the book is a reality and is in the public domain. It must speak for itself. Thank you. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
PAGE  
1

