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Global environmental change has placed immense pressure on land and water resources affecting human health in urban societies. Human health is a strong indicator for the condition of the social and ecological environment of these societies. Examining human health provides a powerful lens into the social, economic, political, cultural and ecological transformations of rapidly urbanising societies in South Asia. The coordinated session proposes two sessions. 

The first session focuses on urban health patterns and urban health systems in South Asia. Urban health patterns focus on the “double burden” of disease, health transitions and the related nature of urban health risks. The health systems emphasis on topics such as equity and equality in health, access to health care, organisation of public and private health sectors as well as public-private partnerships. 

The second session explores the relation of peri-urban dynamics and health. Shifting environmental burdens in the name of cleaning cities, changing land use practices, poor regulatory authorities, industrialization, market forces and demographic pressures have placed enormous stress on water resources in peri-urban societies of Asia. These regions are characterized by unplanned activities, intense pollution, poor water supply and sanitation. The papers in this session will examine the causes of water resources degradation and its linkage with human health in peri-urban societies.  In specific, it encourages papers identifying the inter-linkages between socio-economic, ecological and institutional changes contributing to water-transmitted diseases in peri-urban societies. The coordinated session welcomes theoretical, methodological and interdisciplinary papers on different aspects of urban and peri-urban health. The panel aims to provide a forum for researcher and practitioners from different disciplines to exchange state of the art research on health in urban and peri-urban South Asia.

For those interested in submitting a paper and other Information please contact:

Patrick Sakdapolrak; E-Mail: sakdapolrak@giub.uni-bonn.de
