Two day’s meeting at Kosi Sewa Sadan was organized on the 3rd June and 5th June 2008. It was proposed to hold the meeting on the 3rd and 4th  June but in view of the World Environment Day, the 4th June meeting was dropped and the same was conducted on the 5th June. 

The meeting was a part of extended tour to the cadres who had undergone some training at Patna Camp during 26th -31st  of May. The started with a trip to Belwara sluice which is located on the 104th kilometer of the eastern embankment of the Kosi. During the breach of the Kosi embankment in 1984, the Harisankhini channel of the Kosi that had received most of the water from the Kosi subsequent to the breach tried to enter the main river at this point smashing the sluice gate. Later this sluice gate was closed and the Harisankhini that used to enter through the sluice got diverted and joined the main river further down south near the Khagna sluice at 121 km.

A trip up to Koparia railway station where the embankment ends after it gets tied to the Mansi- Saharsa Railway line was very educative to the cadres who could see the waterlogging along almost entire length of the embankments and the rising bed level of the river between the two embankments. We could pass through Utesara village where the embankment had breached in 1980. Unfortunately, the Mukhia of Utesara was not there who could have narrated the first hand story of what had happened in 1980.

We all returned to Mahishi in the afternoon and a meeting was in progress at the centre. Participants from far flung areas from within the embankments and outside, both, had assembled to discuss future course of action. This area is one of the most informed area about the flood and water logging issue and has been an active playfield of Gram Swrajya movement during 1960s. Barh Mukti Abhiyan has been using the premises for campaigning since a long time and it is from here that sorties were arranged for going to within the embankments. Dinesh Mishra had spent considerable time in connection with the writing of his book on the Kosi. 

The session was chaired by Anil Gupta of Abhikram, Simri Bakhtiyarpur in Saharsa district. The basic discussion revolved round two things. 

1. A committee should be constituted to chalk out the future program as it was increasingly getting clear that the government was not going to do anything for the welfare of the people living within the embankments of the river nor was it bothered about the waterlogging problem faced by majority of farmers in the countryside of the embankments. Following persons were chosen to man the committee, 

Ramdeo Sharma Village Sattaur Kundah

Lakshmishwar Chaudhary 
Majhawa

Shashi Bhushan


Saharsa

Rajendra Jha


Mahishi

Anil Gupta



Simri Bakhtiyarpur

  It was proposed that these people would fan out in different areas and discuss about the literature prepared by Dinesh Mishra and organize people to come forward in protests against the injustice done to them. It was also suggested that the booklets prepared by Mishra are more handy than the books written by him to enter into a dialogue with the people. Ramdeo Sharma assured that he would take the message on a full time basis to the people. Rajendra Jha would provide the base for the activities and Shashi Bhushan will look after the things from a central place in Saharsa. It was suggested that a big rally or a meeting be held in Saharsa or Supaul sometimes in October in which all those contacted till then are invited.

On the 5th June 2008 the meeting continued with guests like Tribhuwan Narayan Singh, coordinator, Bhoodan Abhiyan, Kosi Division and Amar Kant Chaudhary, former IG of Police, Bihar.

Those present recalled the traditional wisdom of the ancestors an dhow the cattle, human beings, rivers, agriculture etc was all in harmony but the embankments on the river changed the entire pattern of living in the society. It might not be possible to restore all that but all the good things of those days should be revived. Fuel wood was scarce and one had to resort to kerosene oil even for cooking. Part of the problem may be solved if the flora and fauna of the area was restored., it was felt by most of the speakers.

Meeting ended with a resolution that all those present would help the team led by Shashi Bhushan as and when they visit the area and there will be a preparation of something bigger event after the rains are over.
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