Pratapgunj Meeting
24th and 25th November 2009

The meeting started with Shri Kapil Dev Das in Chair and Shri Kameshwar Kamati initiated the debate. He said that the so-called flood protected of the Kosi basin have been put to immense hardships this year because of the breach in the Kosi embankment in Nepal. This breach has put the life fully out of gear in the area and the extent of damages is yet to be known. The government is trying to plug the breach and, hopefully, this job will be completed by March next. Is this plugging of the breach really going to help the people of the basin in the long run? Or is just treating the symptom? What should be the role of the civil society in such case? There was two days time to discuss these issues and we will like to reach some consensus after the deliberations so that we could tell the Government and the officials of our mind.

Lakhan Thakur, Ex-MLA, suggested that in their childhood the Kosi was free to wander, the water could spread everywhere, there were forests of Kans, Pater and other weeds all over and it use to be rumored that tigers were seen around sometimes. There used to be lot of inconveniences. People of the basin suffer from the illusion that the Kosi has been tamed. What had happened actually that the river was given a direction to flow along a chosen path. The river had no boundaries and was entirely uncontrolled. The river was joined by other streams like the Kamla, the Burhi Gandak and the Bagmati. Dr Lohia used to say that these rivers should not be embanked, they should be de-silted instead. At the moment, the river is flowing in four different streams. Should it be allowed to let the river flow the way it likes or led to a definite path? He had a feeling that there was not much of a problem with the technology. The problem lay with the maintenance part of it. Had they developed the land along the embankment and gone for a massive plantation of the embankments, things would have been different. The embankment breached and the engineers watched it breaching helplessly. De-silting of the river was never done. That would have restored the river quite a bit. Imagine, if a criminal attempts to jump the walls of a prison, should he be allowed to escape? If an elephant broke its shackles, should it be allowed to destroy the jungle? Should the people sit idle in such case? He had a feeling that since the embankments did not function well, attempts should be made to resection the river. Those living within the embankments should be helped with ring bundhs. Attempts should be made to minimize the losses that were incurred due to floods annually. Embankments had one definite advantage that they forced the river to flow in one stream. It was not known now that which of the stream of the river was going to be the main river if the breach is not plugged.
Santosh Kumar was of the view that one should be careful in prescribing anything only after taking the stock of the river behaviour. The river descends down the hills that are only a loose heap of soil and that increased the sediment load of the river. Attempts were made to direct the flow of the river in a given path but couldn’t it be said that this mission had failed. It was easy to talk about desilting the river but did we care to know the extent of the sediment in the river. Was it really possible to de-silt a river like the Kosi? Where would one dump the excavated soil and what number of earth moving machinery would be needed to move the soil? Everybody knew that the Kusaha gap would be plugged but will the Water Resources Department (WRD) of the state give a guarantee that such an accident would never repeat in future? It was suggested by the engineers that the river had changed its course. Did so much of shift of the river ever occur when the river was free to flow or whether so many losses were ever incurred in one single year earlier? The river was flowing through various channels earlier and was flowing through four channels after the breach. He wanted to know if allowing the river water to flow through these channels was the answer to the problem. Building a high dam in Nepal is a suggested solution but there are many political, financial, technical hitches that are yet to be resolved. Every year, during the rainy season, one would hear about the dam and once the rain subsided, the proposed dam vanishes in thin air. And, how much time was needed for actual construction of the dam? Did the establishment have any flood mitigation plan for the interim period? 
Basudev Marik
Supporting the views of Lakhan Thakur, Marik said that the Kosi waters were only routed without the consent of the people. There was no preparation to meet the eventuality and hence the tragedy. Decentralizing the flow of the Kosi is, probably, the only solution to the problem. Attempts should be made to control the incoming silt as that is the main problem, he said.
Man Mal Parikh and Jiwan Singhi of Bharatiya Jain Sangathana of Maharashtra introduced their organization and the relief work undertaken by the Sangathana.

Vishwa Nath Mishra (Rahika –Madhubani)
said that the Kosi has literally split the people on its eastern and western bank. There are about a million people living within the Kosi embankment spread over 4 districts, 13 blocks and 380 villages. He was not sure about the opinion of the people from the districts of Katihar and Bhagalpur about the plugging of the embankment but almost all the people whom they had met during the Kosi to Kursela trip taken up in recent past (11th to 21st October) were demanding plugging of the breach and should that happen, and it surely going to happen, what would be the fate of those trapped between the embankments? He thanked the media for covering the event and highlighting the plight of the people.
Dinesh Mishra

He said that as a group they had been traveling to the Kosi area but rarely intervened in this part of the basin because the problems were less and the people felt they were secured although there were always apprehensions about occurrence of such a tragedy that struck this year. He added that he agreed with Lakhan Thakur that there was lack of responsibility and accountability in carrying out the repairs and maintenance of the embankment. Those responsible for the up-keeping of the embankments betrayed the people and did not do the job that they were expected to do during the month of February and 18th August, the day the embankment gave way.
Kosi used to flow in 15 different channels and it said that it was a tributary of the Brahmaputra. The desert like area of Barindra in Bangladesh stands a testimony to this. The eastern most channel of the river was Parmane and the western most was that of Lagunia Dhar flowing through Darbhanga. Sparing 14 channels of the heavily silt laden river, this last channel was embanked and all the waters of the Kosi were forced to pass through this channel along with all the sediment. This put the embanked channel of the river to raise its bed alarmingly and the result of such aggradations is before us. Such river can never be stable and once it toppled the embankments, the so called flood protected area would suffer always and this suffering would increase with time. There was never a shift like this in the course of the river when the river was free to wander. It was only after the earthquake of 1934 that river had shifted by 19 kilometers in one year.   

The barrage on the river was completed on the 31st March 1963, some 45 years ago. The first breach in the embankment took place in that year in Dalwa in Nepal. After that it breached six times more but all those accidents took place downstream of the barrage. This year’s breach at Kusaha is the eighth accident of its kind and first upstream of the barrage. Immediately after the breach, the Government suggested that it would plug the breach within a week’s time with the help of some bubble technology imported from developed countries. That was a bogus call and soon it announced that the breach could not be plugged before April 2009. This was a reasonable target.
There were reports that till date some 300 persons have been killed during this year’s floods and the Government had announced that it would build a beautiful Kosi area, far better than what existed before the breach. Was it necessary to sacrifice 300 precious lives to make the area better than what existed before? Why this could not be done without killing so many people.

The search for as lasting solution must keep in mind that India did not have the entire length of the river with her. The upper reaches are controlled by Nepal and without involving Nepal it would be difficult to find an engineering solution. Her consent is needed before a basket of earth could be moved. The minister of WRD at Centre had announced in 2004 that the Government of India had sanctioned Rs. 29 Crores for building a dam on the Kosi in Nepal. What he actually meant that the sum was sanctioned for preparing the DPR of the project which might form a basis of negotiations between India and Nepal and everybody knew that the DPR could not be prepared till date. When the DPR is not there, no negotiations could take place. He reminded that the Govt. Of India and the Govt. of Nepal are discussing the Kosi High Dam issue since 1940s without any results. A former minister of WRD suggested that there was no possibility of this dam being built in 50-60 years from hence. There were problems with the breach in Kusaha also but the location was in Nepal and that would force the Government of India to plug the same and that too in time. Bihar engineers were accountable to people to keep the embankment in good shape, they didn’t do their job and we all became an object of ridicule at international level. The other face of the problem was that had the embankment breached at 13 kilometers south of the barrage instead of north as it actually happened, nobody including the media would have bothered about the breach. This is what had happened in 1984 at Navhatta. There was no international dimension to the breach. Nobody takes Bihar seriously and if the embankment had not breached in Nepal, you would not have found so many NGOs working in this area.
Mishra apprehended that in order to avoid the humiliation on the international front I case of such accidents, it was likely that should such a situation occur in future, the Govt. of India and the Govt. of Bihar would ensure that it never breached in Nepal and that might also mean that an artificial breach would be engineered in the Indian portion of the embankment to ease the situation and spare the Nepali area. The day Kusaha breach would be plugged; there would be parties in the official circles that they had taught a lesson to the river once again. Unfortunately for the jubilant mob of engineers and politicians, it is from the same day the river would start preparing for its next assault. Unless the people also remain vigilant, they will be caught unaware once again. The timing and location of the next breach was not yet known. None of the stalwarts who were responsible of the construction of the embankments are surviving now. Someone else had to defend them or pass the buck on to them. That precisely was the insurance to the politicians and engineers for their wrong doings. If a mistake was committed now, it will have to be defended by someone else in future.

Many suggestions have come to deal with river. It would be wise to first know what one could not do instead of what one could do in the matter.   
Trilok Nath Khaiwar

He thanked the organizers for organizing the workshop as he himself was interested in arranging one. This effort met his urge and he would not have to do it. He mentioned about Basudev Marik who used to roam around the villages with a plaque round his neck as to ‘Who is Responsible for the Floods?’ The floodwaters reached Pratapgunj on the 19th August and by 20th evening the waters had engulfed Pratapgunj. On the 21st he noticed some people coming from Simrahi to Pratapgunj with packets of Rotis. That was his first shock as the people there in Pratapgunj used to discuss political and other relevant issues till then and they all were waiting for someone to bring chapattis for them. The social degradation was complete within two days. That reduced us to dogs looking for something to eat. If he distributed pamphlets in town asking people to assemble for a meeting, people asked him if he was distributing coupons for relief. Nobody turns for meetings now if there is no material for distribution of relief. We rebuked our BDOs and politicians for not giving us adequate relief. That was the level of the people in the area. Many NGOs, relief organizations, group of people and political parties came to us with relief materials and what we did? We forcefully unloaded relief materials and robbed trucks. We were not like this until last year. We were vertically split between those who got some relief and those who did not. Administration and politics very successfully split the masses in Below Poverty Line BPL and Above Poverty Line APL. Middle class people give directions to the politics of the society. They were all ignored in relief operation. Ninety per cent population of our basin area looks towards agriculture for their livelihood. Did any political party raise this issue as to what would happen to us after the relief enthusiasm subsided? Rabi operations start in the month of November and there was no activity for obvious reasons. One quintal of relief grain was over and what would the people do now? They have listed only 300 people as dead and we are asked to believe that figure?

Kapil Dev Das (Chair)
We were discussing four issues like the Kosi, its floods,
 Displacement and rehabilitation. The Kosi is so important to us that the division is named after the Kosi. One had to cross the river to go to Forbesgunj four times and it was not possible to go to Forbesgunj from here now. Assurances were given at the time of building of the embankments that heavens would return to the Kosi basin. There was Brahmin who performed Yagna for seven days and the sponsors told him that they would pay him fabulous fee that he might not be able to carry home alone. After the Yagna was over and the Brahmin asked for his fee, the sponsors said that it was only a promise made just to please him. This is what happened to us. It was Kusaha today; it would be somewhere else tomorrow. We were getting used to fowl income and our progeny would curse us.  Did we not run after the Mukhia, Pramukh or the monitoring Committee members for recommending a payment of Rs. 1600/- for the damaged field following the breach? That was the amount which did not cover even the cost of labour on the field. 
Let all the intellectuals of the area come to a common platform and stop this relief drama and start struggle for our just rights. 
Dev Kumar Singh (Dholi – Supaul) 
Floods in Kosi, displacement or rehabilitation etc has, historically, never been an issue. Displacement or rehabilitation was a non-issue even in the Patna Flood Conference of 1937. Floods were a point of discussion but the British records talk more about the floods in the Gandak than in Kosi The Kosi was known to wander between two extremities of Purnea in the east to Darbhanga in the west . Its swing was between the Kamla to the Panar. After the independence, two of our experts were sent to China to study the Hwang Ho embankments and they downplayed the embankments and recommended embankments on the Kosi. Their report was manipulated and rest of the job was done by the influence of Lalit Narayan Mishra. That is how the embankments on the Kosi came up. These embankments are reported to have an effective life of only 25 years but they have lived till 45 years although accompanied with breaches occasionally. They cannot remain stable as they are grossly ill maintained. 
The bed of the river has risen abnormally, about 14-15 feet from its original level. The soil between the embankment is a mixture of course sand and clay. Some places it is only coarse sand. Outside of the embankments there is massive waterlogging and the water logged area of the protected area is more than the area irrigated by the Kosi canals. I am also a displaced person of the Kosi Project. My village is Dholi located within the embankments. My father had built a house in the flood protected area and could not reach there because of this breach, thus, loosing both the houses, the one within the embankments and the other outside the embankments. I was stuck in floodwaters for the whole night in an attempt to rescue my parents.
The condition of the people within the embankments became precarious in the floods of 1968. That year the river registered the maximum discharge so far. The embankment had breached at many places in the lower reaches and lakhs of people were trapped in the floods there. The embankment breached at lower discharges in the succeeding years. The Government is dangling carrots of High Dam for the past many years and the flood victims are being fooled in its name for a long time. What a failure of this dam could to the people living in the basin is partly understood this year n your areas and the same thing one can feel every year in the area trapped between the embankments. If there is failure of the dam, entire north Bihar would be pushed to the Bay of Bengal since the construction is proposed in a highly seismic zone.
Our misfortune is that the river is a shared river between India and Nepal but the cost is of any project is never shared but the benefits are. India is blamed to corner all the benefits of the project by our Nepali brethren. Let them come and see things for themselves even sin a normal year.
Dinesh Mishra

Many speakers have talked about de-silting the river as a possible solution to the problem of floods. Politicians, out of ignorance, sometimes suggest excavating of earth as a solution to the flood problem. Narsimha Rao, when he was the prime-minister of the country had made a similar suggestion on the 31st July in Patna on the 31st July 1993. Some study regarding the sediment content of flow in the Kosi has been done. It suggests that the bed level of the river is rising at the rate of nearly 5 inches annually between Mahishi and Kopadia. The distance between Mahishi and Kopadia is 33 kilometers and the average spacing between the embankments is about 10 kilometers. Considering that the embankments are now 45 years old, nearly 225 thick bed of silt/sand must have deposited in the bed of the river. This must have been the height of the embankment when it was constructed in 1950s. A visit to the site confirms this observation. Calculate the amount of earth from these figures that will have to be removed from within the embankments to bring back the river to its original shape.  Even if we take one year’s deposition of sediment of 5 inches in the said zone, it will take 37,800 trucks per day for five dry months of the year to take the excavated earth from there to somewhere and that nearest somewhere is not before the Bay of Bengal to keep the river at the existing level. If so many trucks are parked back to back, they will be occupying a length of 261 kilometers and that was the distance between Mahishi to Patna. Looking at the enormity of the problem, desilting is not suggested by anyone who understands a bit of science. Rashtriya Barh Ayog has also refrained from making any suggestion in that direction. It must be remembered that so much of earth will always keep coming in the rivers every year and works done in one year may simply be wiped out in the next season.

One should be cautious with the statements and actions of politicians. It may be possible to dig pilot channels to keep the river in position. This may have to be done every year and during the flood season too and even this could not guarantee that the bed level would not rise as the sediments would still be there within the embankments.
25th November 2009

Sushil Jha
We may not achieve anything if our efforts are staggered. It requires each one of us coming together upholding our values. This was the eighth incident of breach in the embankments of the Kosi. We were witness to the breach at Dalwa in 1963 in our childhood. That was not a devastating breach as this but it was definitely a warning for the events to come and that is what we are faced with now. We ought to have put a resistance then so that those responsible for the breach were made accountable. One is reminded of Gandhi who was very clear about his ideas. He had cautioned against politics without ideology, consumerism without conscience, wealth without laboring, science without humanity, trading without principles, worship without relinquishment, and education without emphasis on character building. We as a society are a victim of all this.
Siddhu Oraon  
We have lost everything that we possessed. Most important of all these belongings was loss of agriculture as that is linked to livelihood. We have been pushed into captivity of sorts as we are totally dependant on others now.
Satyabhama Viragi

I was in Birpur the day the embankment had breached. It was unbelievable incident to start with but when floodwater entered the streets, it sent us scares. Quickly, it entered our homes and just because we were not prepared to face the incident, we had to put up on the roof amidst rains that day without food. Next day again there was no food available. Somehow, we could manage to escape from there to Bhaptiahi on the third day. It was again a day without food and we had to shelve lot of money in moving to a safer place. We could do it because we had some resources to spare but imagine he plight of those who were not so lucky.
Sumitra
This was a deluge and only God was on our side that we are here to talk. Prices of all the commodities have gone beyond the reach of many and the worst is that medicines are not available even after paying through one’s nose. The Government appeared on the scene after one month of the breach. But for the good work done by some NGOs, life would have been entirely different here.
Sunita Kushaid
I had information that the embankment had breached near Kusaha but nobody believed that water would reach Pratapgunj. In fact, it had never reached here in our memory. The destruction here was total and those who made fun of us that the water would come here in Pratapgunj, also faced drowning. There were 70 persons taking shelter on the roof of our house. We were lucky to have some food for them but soon it got exhausted. I saw children crying for milk and food that was not available. (Cries)

Preeti 

I had never seen a flood. I used to listen to stories of floods from my father. This year I faced it. I think it is a result of dereliction of duties on the part of the Government engineers. Those who had pucca houses are now living in huts doled by others. I had seen my neighbors getting washed away right before my eyes. (Cries...).
Nand Kishor Kushaid
I was in Madhepura when the embankment breached and could manage to reach somehow. I noticed tremendous amount of water coming into the canal and was sure that this water must have come via Pratapgunj. Nobody believed me when I told this to many. After reaching Pratapgunj I identified two more families who could be of help to the people. Prem Lal gave us fuel wood and Lalan Singh gave some sugar. This helped us cooking Khichari for distribution and sweetens cooked rice for many people for some days. We could manage three boats for ourselves and with the help of nearly hundred people; we could go to Dumania Chowk with rescued people and bring back whatever relief was available there as the areas beyond that were dry. Elderly and infirm people were our priority. After rescuing them, we set our eyes on rescuing others. I have links with RSS and on my request they doubled the supplies to us. I had received once 17 bags of rice and along with Jogendra Ram, I tried to bring that to our village. The boat got stuck and we had to push it all the way. Jogendra did not know swimming and that worried me but somehow we could reach our village.
RSS recognized my services and they have promised me that they will give employment to 300 youths in security services on my recommendation.
 The basic tragedy has been that of trust in the society that needs to be restored. Coupons have been distributed to the people for accessing relief and even that has led to fractions in the society.
Sudhir Baisdar
I was ailing for some time but I could talk to Vijay Gupta (MLA), Tara Kant Jha (MLC) and Jagannath Mishra (Former CM) and told each one of them that Pratapgunj had turned into an island and something drastic needs to be done here. I was not in position to do anything and all that I could do was to boost the morale of the people. Administration was not delivering and awful rumors were afloat. Administration did not bother to caution people of the impending disaster. We may not fight against nature but we can surely keep the stream of the river in place. After all, we have sent man on to moon. We are better equipped today than before. Science is on our side today. Despite all this, why should the embankment breach? Jagannath Mishra is talking about the death of nearly 3000 persons and the Government admits that nearly three million people are hit by Kosi Floods. Four lakh people are reported to have shifted to the relief camps and an equal number may have moved to friends and relatives. What happened to the remaining two million people? There is no dearth of money with the Government but relief is not there in adequate measures. Only assurances are coming from the Government side. The people were once drowned in floods and they are now being drowned in maladministration.  I do not think there is any conspiracy in the working of NGOs but those who are doing business in the name of relief must be exposed. 
Mahendra Kushaid

I had written a poem on floods during the floods of 1953 and 1954. I had written then that boats ply where jeeps used to run. That was an imagination but we were faced with the reality now. I just want to say that when someone murders a person, he gets capital punishment or, at least, a life term. What punishment these fellows are going to get who have killed so many people in one stroke? They all should be charged of genocide.
Md. Suleman

I was going to Simrahi to fetch some flattened rice. As I was passing through Belhi, I saw a person on a motor cycle with his wife and child. They were trying to cross a wooden bridge. Water was touching the soffit of the bridge.  The husband was pushing his motor cycle and the wife followed him with her child in her lap. Her sari got stuck in something on the bridge and she fell and, as a result, the child was thrown into the floodwaters. The wife jumped into water to save the child and the husband followed to save both. All of them were swept away right before my eyes. I am not sure how many people might have met untimely death in this deluge.
Dharmadeo Kushaid
  
Gangetic plains were formed out of geological activities and continental drift. Himalayas are hills of recent origin and are just a loose heap of earth. When rainwater falls on them, the soil gets eroded and that leads to meandering of rivers. The Kosi is one such river that has traveled from Purnea to Nirmali in the past 200 years. All that history is recorded and is available. A barrage and embankments of either side of the river was constructed in the second five year plan. The embankments are breaching ever since they were constructed and we all have been listening about Bhatania and Navhatta for the past so many years. Kusaha was also in news for quite sometime and a breach was feared there for a long time. The inevitable has happened this year which many speakers have talked about. 
I suggest that (a) a pucca road with a capacity to carry 10 wheeled trucks must be constructed over the embankments. This will ensure their maintenance and repairs of the road will be easier with better access, (b)something must be done to control the incoming silt in the river, and (c) relief should be provided to every family whether poor or not so poor. Such deluge is a great equalizer in the society.
The miseries of the people would be encashed during the forthcoming Lok Sabha elections. There is a lot of publicity about relief distribution by the Government but we all know that only Rs. 2250/- have been given to the families as dole along with a quintal of grains. Rest all is assurance. 

Durganand Thakur  

Many relief camps were set up by political parties and they were all competing with each other. This was done to attract voters than to provide help to the flood victims.  We all know that the many ministries had put their camps and the leaders projected themselves as providers of relief as if the inputs were their personal resource. This rivalry would be more intense in days to come as Lok Sabha elections are knocking at the door.
Nunu Lal Paswan

I am the Block level leader of a political party and command some respect in the area. I am not aware of the planning of relief operations of my or any other party. This was done by the brokers who would dress themselves in the attire of a leader and approach any point where relief is likely to be distributed. They gain confidence of the relief agencies and manipulate coupons for distribution. That makes them too powerful in the eyes of the flood victims. I lost all that I possessed in these floods and remained hungry for two days along with my brother. My neighbor gave me some rice to us and we had to cook it but there were no utensils. I went to the relief camps to seek something that that did not require cooking. I was turned back from there with a complement that I was a teacher and could tide over the crisis with my own resources. I returned to my place (there was no home as it was consigned to the river) and begged for utensils from the neighbor for cooking. Thus, we had something to eat. That is the kind of relief administration we were subjected to.
Prakash Pran

The flood prone areas of the state normally get flooded during the Hathia constellation and gear up their preparation to face the floods. The people there rarely die due to floods as everyone knows swimming and they don’t starve either as they know how to preserve food for the period and where to go in case of emergency. This was not happening in this area because this place was relatively flood free after the construction of the Kosi embankments. Some young men tried to announce on mike on the 18th August that the embankment had breached and that the river water may come to Birpur anytime. Their mikes were snatched and they were chased away. Whatever the government does for providing succor to the people, the people will have to take initiative to restore their lives.
The floods have not only destroyed the life and property but they have also destroyed the culture. Women of the area used to draw aripan in the front of their houses and that cannot be done for a long time to come as there are no houses and, thus, no land in front of it. It is customary to pay respect to elders but they were ignored in rescue operations. Still, neighbors, relatives and friends came forward to extend a helping hand.
However, the floods did not distinguish between haves and have nots but the establishment did. They split us in APL (above poverty line) and BPL (below poverty line). We are struggling to bring all these anomalies to the fore and preparing for a demonstration in front of the collector’s office in Supaul soon. We will first demonstrate in front of the BDO’s office and follow it up with Collector’s office and invite you all to come with us. We shall also use the RTI to get the latest information and force the administration to follow the norms of Calamity Relief Distribution. The losses due to the floods are being underplayed and we will expose the game.

Prem Nath
 The Kosi is a meandering river and such river will always cause flooding whether it is embanked or not or whether it is dammed or not. We are all destined to face floods as long as the river is there and the river is not going to go from here. We may get exposed to greater miseries in future but are we prepared to face it? Can we manage such a disaster?
Is it possible for us to add a word of development to the words like displacement, rehabilitation? We have led a prosperous life. Our culture has strong roots. We are laborious people but slowly the relief culture is going to overtake our way of life. We will have to fight this out and restore the dignity of labour. This we would achieve through Kosi Lok Jagaran Manch, an organization to fight for the rights of the people of the area. This is not a political outfit. The government alone is responsible for the breach at Kusaha and destabilizing our lives. Are we ready to make the establishment accountable for our miseries? It is a long drawn battle against injustice not for relief but for our legitimate rights. I invite you all to have its units in every village and make it a point of learning, a university.

Vishwa Nath Mishra 
Secretary General of UNO, Bon Ki Moon has said that the entire amenities essential for life like food, health, education and housing etc will be available to the people only if there is a community feeling. What has happened has happened. Let us get together to develop that community feeling among us. That is the only path of salvation. The government wants to make this area a beautiful place to live. What prevented the government from beautifying the Kosi area prior to the floods this year? Did it need the human sacrifices of so many people to get the wisdom of improving the lot of the people? Nitish Ji had promised so many things after the floods of 2007 and if that is any guide, we are in for disappointment. Only unified voice is the answer for the failure of the state and one should not get contended with lollipop of the government.
Dinesh Mishra   
Governments listen to people but only when the people speak the language that the government understands. We have not spoken that language so far and hence there are no takers of what we have to say. Even if we forget for the time being that all the works of repairs of the embankments should have been completed by 15th June, why on earth things were taken so lightly after the river started gnawing the spurs on the 5th August and that continued till the 17th August. The day of retribution came on the 18th August by which time the establishment had given up. The resulting scenario ought to have been handled by Disaster Management Department but that was not to be seen anywhere. I am told that the minister as well as the secretary of the department comes from Supaul district. The minister of Water Resources of Bihar is also from here. What were these gentlemen doing when the crisis was brewing? If only they had remembered what happened in Navhatta in 1984, they would have been more cautious. But that was never to be.

Many places in our north east are inaccessible and it takes days to reach there on foot. Yet, the polling booths are set there and election is held in time without fail. The Polling Officers reach there and so does the police and elections are held. That efficiency is not seen when people’s well being is at stake. The Government reaches the flood ravaged areas after a fortnight and then the blame game starts. It was equally unfortunate that two different coalitions were ruling at the centre and the state. They started settling their scores at the cost of people.  They will come to ask for votes soon. Please ask them where were they when the people were getting drowned. 
I remember, during the Vanshdhara floods of 1980 in Andhra Pradesh there was a similar flood when the river water level rose suddenly by 16 feet and all the area close to the river banks was swept away. NT Ramarao was the chief minister and on his call all the traders gave food and cloth packets to the people within two days. It was even suspected by the victims that the floods were caused by the state otherwise it was not possible to move supplies at such a short notice. In our case the CM came to know of the disaster after one day.  

Unless people start taking up the issue with the local administration and the Governments, the situation is unlikely to improve. The officials and the politicians should be made accountable to what they do or they do not. There is a long route to sufferings ahead. Winter is coming and that would necessitate a roof over the head of everybody and proper warm clothes. One is not sure of food supply and the no employment will be available till the next Kharif crop. One needs a strong people’s base to fight such evils. I am told that Kosi Lok Jagaran Manch is being formed here. I had visited their office in Pratapgunj. That is a very healthy sign and I wish all the success to the members of the Manch in their endeavor. I will also be very happy to extend whatever help possible.
Prem Nath
We will do all the needful in the matter and we will draw an agenda and send it to the Government.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks from Durganand Mandal.

Dinesh Kumar Mishra

Kavindra Kumar Pandey

