Patna Meeting of Bihar Sarvoday Mandal / Barh Mukti Abhiyan at Mahila Charkha Samiti, Patna
22nd and 23rd January 2009.

The meeting started with an introduction of Pradeep Priyadarshi Welcoming the guests he said that the breach of the Kosi embankment at Kusaha has tossed up many issues of survival of the people in the basin. Over three million people have been hit by the floods that were caused by the breach and they have braved the chilling cold that followed thereafter. Some of the issues are common to other parts of the nation but there are some that are specific to north Bihar. We will get an opportunity to discuss the same threadbare here and here and chalk out an action program during the meeting. 

Shivanand Bhai
The kind of sufferings that the people of the eastern Kosi basin have gone through has been amazing. It is essential to formulate the future action program of Sarvoday Mandal. I have talked to Gandhi Shanti Pratishthan and Ekata Parishad to join us in our struggle for justice. The area that I am working in for the past forty years, the district of Jamui, is now infested with Naxalite menace. I had no intention of leaving Jamui and wished to fight terrorism there but the situation in Saharsa and Supaul turned for the worse and I had to invite Radha Bhatt Ji for help.
Aash Narayan Mishra (Birpur)
I remained in Birpur during floods and did not leave the place. I was not attached to any institution and did whatever I could to help people. I have been listening since my childhood that the embankment might breach upstream of the barrage and that turned out to be true this year. It was a repeat performance of the World Trade Center on the 18th August 2008 in Supaul. It was rumored that the Maoists were obstructing the work at Kusaha. The executive engineer at Kusaha where the breach took place was posted earlier in Supaul and he could not clear the drain of the municipality that was choked. Such a person was given the responsibility of holding the Kosi in place. He was inexperienced and incapable of performing the job. Four Panchayats of Nepal were hit by these floods and a population of nearly 75,000 was hit there. We in Birpur had never imagined that 7-8 feet deep waters would enter the town. We went to see the floods on the motor cycles and were cracking jokes at the Nepalese who were running for shelter. By the night, all our houses too were under water. Life became dependant on the private boat owners and we all were at the mercy of robbers who could divest us of whatever was left in homes. The Kosi floods had put the rich and the poor, Hindus and Muslims on the same footing. They all became paupers and made their friends and relatives paupers too by being dependant on them.
We had sat on Dharna on the 17th November at Basantpur Block office and at Supaul District HQ on the 23rd. November 2008 demanding implementation of the provisions of the Calamity Relief Fund. DDC of Supaul requested us to remove the blockade as that would restore movement but he also expressed his helplessness in doing anything as things were not in his hands other than forwarding memorandum to higher authorities. He opened a pouch of tobacco in our presence and started chewing it. That is the sensitivity of our officialdom to our problems. Now neither we have our agriculture in our hands nor there do any chance of survival of our cattle. There is no roof our head and no grains to eat. All the settlements bear a deserted look. The road connecting Birpur to Forbesgunj is broken at 9 places and the communication between the two points has come to a standstill. These gaps are being plugged now. We are trying to bring the government out of slumber but we also apprehend that Kusaha may be repeated at some other place next time.  
Parmeshwar Marmaita (Banaili Patti) 
Ours is the first village in the Indian territory that faced the wrath of the river first. We came to know in the morning of 18th August at about 03.00 hrs that the generator at Kusaha site has been switched off. This was the first forewarning that the embankment at Kusaha is likely to breach. Some of us cautioned others of the likelihood of the breach but they all ignored. They were complacent that the flood water will never rise to unmanageable depths and even if it did, they would get an opportunity to catch fishes. Some of us could reach Karjain Bazar after eight days in hope to get some relief. This was available but transporting the grains back to the village was the problem. The result was that the victims started selling the grains in the market and come back to the village with cash. Ours was a very prosperous village. We used to sell seeds of potato to others and chilly was the major cash crop. Now, we do not know what to do with the sand that has overcast our fields. Some agricultural scientists had visited our village to advice farmers. That is too late for any immediate intervention. 
Md. Shakeel (Murliganj – Madhepura)
My father too had not seen such a flood in his life time. As the floodwaters reached Gamharia, our neighbouring village, he used to say that our village was located at a very high elevation and that water would never reach here. By 23rd August our village got drowned. The Government was conspicuous by its absence but we used to hear that relief is being reached to us soon. The villagers looted the local shop for food and it took us about a fortnight to come out of the village. Ekata Parishad was first to reach our village and then the Government relief followed. Houses destroyed in the floods are being surveyed but that entire process is marred by nepotism and corruption. 
Rajendra Jha (Mahishi)
We did not face the floods this year as we did in 1984 but saw all that happening once again after a lapse of about 24 years. I did some relief work in Madhepura and Saharsa with my limited resources.

Repairing the breach is no solution to the problem of floods. At the same time, there is no other option than to plug it for the time being and then discuss the issue. Dinesh Mishra has been working relentlessly to bring the flood problem and the possible to fore but there seem to be no takers to what he says on our behalf. Kusaha will repeat at other places in future because no repair work is being carried at other reaches of the embankment. We should gear up ourselves to face the wrath river at other places in future. Then there is the case of nearly a million people living within the two embankments of the Kosi and their plight should not be ignored. They suffer the wrath of the nature every year.
Kapil Dev Das (Chhatapur), Secretary-District Sarvoday Mandal, Supaul
Water reached in our village on the 20th August and we had never apprehended that water would rise to such heights. This area remains inaccessible in normal years also because of three rivers that pass through area. This year the problem was compounded because of the breach in the Kosi embankment. The amount of money that was spent on the Kosi Project was sufficient to finance one house and a hectare of land to every family if that money was distributed among the masses. We tried to help the flood victims by giving them bamboo with local collection. We also tried to distribute Khichari but two persons died of electrocution while reaching us. We had to suspend the program.
Prof. CP Sinha

Kusaha is a failure of technology. It is merely a chance that the embankment breached on the 18th August which, as Dinesh Mishra points out, is the foundation day of IIT Kharagpur – the first in series of Its. That notwithstanding, Kusaha incident is definitely a failure of the engineering profession and embanking technology. We must revisit the need for embanking the Kosi which was a result of the recommendations after the visit of Dr KL Rao and Kanwar Sain to the Hwang Ho and other river basins of China. The Hwang Ho was embanked some 2500 years ago and there were 26 change of courses of the river ever since and on 9 occasions the river could not be brought back within the embankments. But these facts were underplayed by our experts and the Kosi was embanked. Our experts only said that arrangements must be made to separate the course sand from the river waters and there are many ways to do it. But, unfortunately, nothing was done in that direction. Now we must analyze whether this was not done knowingly or were there some extra-technical compulsions? This work had to be done in the upper catchment of the river in Nepal and that may have caused some problem. We must identify the persons at fault but blaming engineers alone may not be the correct way of looking at the things.
What happened in Kusaha was not the result of a day’s inefficiency. The river was hinting towards the incident for a long time. The stream of the river had tilted toward the eastern afflux bundh because of sedimentation in a large patch upstream of the barrage for the pats many years. This surely did not happen in a day. When the island was getting formed, that was enough indication of the intention of the river and must have alerted all concerned. Then the question arises why no timely action was taken. Situation became alarming on the 5th August when the spur was attacked by the river but why 13 precious days were lost in inaction till 18th August. Why the Government was sleeping all these days? Did those responsible for the upkeep of the embankments not understand what the river was going to do in immediate future or was there any willful delay in reacting to the situation. I understand the Justice Walia Commission will look into all these finer details and fix the responsibility of the breach and book the persons responsible for the calamity.
Some people are suggesting that the Kusaha Gap should not be filled. I would like to know the public opinion over the issue. I do not think that is the unanimous opinion of the people. If the Government intends to plug the breach, it also must ensure that there should be no breaching of the embankments in future. But one thing is certain. Whatever one might do, there will always be side effects and one should be prepared to face them.
Radha Bahan Bhatt
I have seen the extent of sand casting in some of the villages of the Kosi basin and I can well imagine what kind of deluge must have taken place there. The question is not only of today but it is going to be a long term problem. The sand has got distant linkages. The establishment has ignored land, water and forests issues when it talks about development. The river is not a water body alone. It is much more to the people. Th earlier floods used to come and go leaving a film of fertilizing silt on the ground. That flood was welcome by everybody. Now the flood that used to sneak in like a cat pounces on the people as a tiger. We have been active in Chipko movement. That made us clears about the role of forests. But when forests are removed, is it not the floods have become unmanageable?
Calamities should not adversely impact the labourers and this fact should not be ignored by the establishment. If there is a breach in any embankment, the government should look into the causes and the remedy. It must look into the fact whether the policies that it is adopting are worth continuing. If the establishment does not bother about its obligations then it is the duty of the people to remind them of their duties. Just look into the insecurity and concerns of the people of the Kosi basin who have suffered the wrath of the river and then try to suggest what should be done to the embankments. It is a difficult question. The Government has started gauging everything in terms of GDP; it never looks into the disparities and abject poverty in the society. Media is equally to be blamed. Our friend PV Rajgopal had reached up to Agra with nearly 25,000 but the media was busy covering the marriage of Amitabh Bachchan’s daughter. If the embankments on the Irawady can be removed in Myanmar why the same thing cannot be done in the Kosi if the embankments are failing to perform.
The Government has distorted priorities. The farmers want their profession to prosper. They never beg, they feed others instead but the Government pampers the industry at the cost of farmers. Five months have passed since the tragedy took place but nothing other than distribution of grains and some doles has taken place. No houses are built so far. I had expected that the Government must be working on war footing but no such emergency is visible at the field level.   
Women have their own proficient ways of helping in agriculture. That should be improved through proper training. Till such time these trainings continue, the women should get some stipend to supplement their income. Agricultural Universities should come forward in a big way to help farmers in coping with the changed configuration of the land following floods. Some efforts are being made but they should come as a package to the farmers and should not be seen as stray efforts.
Gram Svarajya lays equal emphasis on agriculture and village industry but the rural industry is suffering. Those who are responsible for developing rural industry should stay in the villages till such time an artisan is able to look after his trade.
This calamity has afforded an opportunity to the people to come together and propose solid policies to improve their lot. Gram Sabhas should decide their priorities and make their own plans. This is the right time to do it. We all should take initiative in that direction. If the Government fails to take notice of the changing direction of the river flow, let the people keep a watch on the river and force the Government to take corrective measures.
Tripurari Sharan (Chair)
We must discuss in coming sessions whether the embankment should be allowed to stay or not. If it remains in place, what are the norms that should be followed to keep it in its place? At the moment, people are suffering and they need long term relief. What should be done to provide succor to the people. If the people do not want to stay where they are there at the moment, what should be done in such cases?
Chandra Shekhar (Supaul)
The situations that were created after the breach of the Kosi embankment at Kusaha demanded that we all should have been either sent to jail or should have been negotiating with the Government to correct the situation at Kusaha and its aftermath. Neither of the two happened. Water Resources minister, Disaster Management minister and the secretary – Disaster Management of Bihar, all are from Supaul. I am a member of the District Disaster Committee and know that the executive engineer in whose jurisdiction Kusaha was located was suspended twice in Supaul for dereliction of duties by the District Magistrate there. Why such a person was given the responsibility of maintaining an embankment that was in precarious condition?
We, as an NGO, engaged ourselves in relief but failed to struggle for the rights of the flood victims. The Chief Minister refuses to guarantee the safety of the embankment in future because the engineers cannot guarantee the same. If that be so, what other option the people are left with than to agitate against the working of the concerned departments? NGOs should not waste much time in relief and rehabilitation and should strive to aware the masses that the plugging of Kusaha breach is no solution and the embankment will have to be done away with at some stage or the other. If the establishment cannot protect its structures like the embankments, let it return our rivers to us lock stock and barrel and we would take care of the same.
There is also a need for interacting with the media. Its role has been quite frustrating in relation with the breach.

Tripurari Sharan
Rehabilitation work should be taken in hand only after a decision is taken whether the embankments are going to be there or not. Its existence will guide the shape of rehabilitation program.
Prem Kumar Verma (Khagaria)
We are all stuck at Kusaha. The problem engulfs whole of Bihar. It only happened this time that Kusaha shot into prominence.
 There is employment problem for the labour all over the state. Girls are being sold everywhere. Migration continues unabated. The Chief Minister says that plugging the breach at Kusaha will not solve all the problems. Why then he is plugging it? The Government has promised 1.5 lakhs of rupees to the kins of any person dying in recent floods. The people will collect contribution to pay a compensation of Rs. 3 lakhs if an engineer dies in floods and Rs. 6 lakhs if the diseased is a district magistrate. The public will collect donations to compensate for the death of the Chief Minister by Rs. 12 lakhs and the Prime Minister BY Rs. 24 lakhs.   This sounds derogatory and insulting to the high positions these people occupy. Does a common man have no privilege? The floods that have followed the breach at Kusaha have become, whatever that might mean, a national disaster. Khagaria is engulfed by seven major rivers and suffers the same fate every year. It is not rated as disaster district even. We rate rivers as our mothers and the Government chains her down. What is the punishment of such misdeeds in the books of law?
NGOs are past masters in dramatizing things to their own gain. Distributing relief is one such drama.  Let us fix who the culprit is and go in for a straight fight against such people. Let us fix our role whether we are in the business of brokerage with the government or we want the real development to take place.
Prem Nath (Simrahi)
There was no flood in my village Simrahi but the hardships reached there on the 18th August itself. We became host to many of the flood victims and shared their miseries. It would have been better if such meetings as this are held in those villages. The villagers will feel elated that there are so many people discussing the issue for them.
Questions of food fodder and sanitation are directly linked to the people always but they have become so important at the moment. I know a farmer of Lachhminia who owned 65 numbers of cattle. After the floods he is left with only two, a calf and a goat. There was sixth starvation death in the family of Mahendra Sharma of village Bharat Pur, Panchayat Lalganj in Chhatapur Block of Supaul district. Mahendra Sharma’s name does not figure in any of the Governments list whether APL (above poverty line) or BPL (below poverty line). No body from the Government side visited his family and his wife refused to accept relief given by the Government following his death. According to the reports received, the officials have forced her to put her thumb impression on some papers and dumped relief materials at her home. I have seen a goldsmith teaching students in a railway wagon. That is our spirit for revival. We do not beg, we want employment.

NGOs are doing some work but their target villages are fixed. They will dump the materials in those villages even if there is more need for relief elsewhere. Rehabilitation has really two choices, with the breach plugged and without it. We are trying to discuss these issues in our area under the banner of Kosi Lok Jagaran Manch.
Vijay Kumar (Andhra Tharhi)
There is a river called Lakhandei that flows close to my ancestral village along with another river the Bagmati. Ask anybody in my village about the embankments, he will tell you that the river should be embanked. When Bagmati was being embanked, the educated persons of the village assembled in a meeting to find ways and means to locate themselves outside the embankments while the elderly people of the village insisted that the embankments should not be built in the first place.
The Government has woven a web of development and embankments are a part of it. Ask any person off hand about the embankments, he would say they are very good. Without explaining them the pros and cons of it, it would be a futile exercise to seek their opinion. Go to our area and talk to the elderly people, they will always say that the earlier and natural floods were better but ask any young man, he would say the opposite.
If there are so many Disaster Management Institutes and departments, why did the Government took 20 days to reach the villages? There was no planning, whatsoever. The army was rescuing people from the marooned areas and dropping them at the road sides without telling them where to go.

This year’s floods were declared National Calamity. What does it mean? There were worse floods in 1987, 2002, 2004 and 2007. Why those floods were not declared a national disaster? NGOs did distribute relief but none of them talked about the provisions of CRF. Provisions of CRF are not flood friendly and these should be modified. How can one search for the dead body of a person who has been swept away in floods. Even if a dead body is located, whether his family members should arrange for the funeral or take the body for post mortem.   
Experience says that embankments should be removed and a solution to the flood problem independent of Nepal should be found out. Politics in Nepal is quite unstable and the population there has been systematically told that they have been cheated by India.

The topography of the flooded area is changed and any proposed rehabilitation program must take cognizance of that fact.

Dinesh Mishra

All the repair works in the Kosi River should be completed by 15th June every year. To say that there was problem in Nepal and that it was difficult to work there is rubbish as there was enough time till 15th June and even after that till 18th August. Even after 5th August when the nose of the spur first came into contact with the running water of the river, there was no dearth of time. It seems as if the Government was determined to allow the breach to take place. Man Mohan Singh arrives at the scene on the 28th August and a national disaster was declared. What that declaration means to the public, no one knows in the establishment. Nitish Kumar wanted to visit Kusaha and the permission for the visit was denied by the Central Government. The same central government holds the state responsible for the breach. Nitish Kumar, in turn, accepts the refusal to visit Kusaha with grace and keeps quite. Is he not a citizen of the country? Why on earth he accepted the position. He could have gone there in his personal capacity as a citizen of the country or resigned his job to facilitate his visit. No! The politicians would not run such risks. I am told that Justice Walia, who is the chairman of one man commission enquiring into the breach, was also denied permission once to visit Kusaha. It is about the time that the political parties should sit and decide how low they would stoop in the matters of public interests.
Our problems are compounded by the ruling elite of the country. Often two different coalitions or parties with opposing interests rule at Delhi and Patna. It happened in 2004, 2006 and now in 2008. Then the usual blame game starts. In 2004, the state government had apparently not given the center the accounts of last year’s expenditure on flood relief and hence the remittance was delayed and this year the ruling parties have changed positions at Delhi and Patna and the old scores are being settled at the cost of the people. The Government which did not have eighty lakhs of rupees for repairs at Kusaha has come out with a central package of Rs. 1108 Crores for relief, Rs. 197 Crores for the repairs of the breach, Rs. 339 Crores for the raising and strengthening of the embankments and so on. The over all losses are put at Rs. 14,800 Crores by one agency, the other puts it at Rs. 25,000 Crores and another agency at Rs. 36,000 Crores. I do not understand what the achievement of quoting these figures is. Is it for making demands or ensuring expenditure or neither of the two?

If the Central Government is not giving the money or the provisions of the CRF or NCCF are impractical to achieve, why does the ministers of the state, if they are so much concerned with the welfare of the people, come out on streets against injustice meted out to the flood victims for demanding the money and scrapping of the CRF provisions. The public will come out in their support. It seems every political party is scared of coming to power lest the subjects start questioning it on the promises made to them. This, despite the fact that it is the duty of the Government to protect its subjects.
The role of NGOs has come in for discussions. I have seen many reports and videos on internet and that will put any self respecting Indian to shame the way foreign donors are approached for help. But that is how the money is made available for relief. Very rarely NGO will ever talk about the legitimate rights of the people in such emergencies. Some of the blatantly tell that it is none of their business to go into the causes of the disaster. Their job is to help people in distress and that is what they are doing. Once you stop looking into the causes of a disaster, in all probabilities, it is going to repeat. That suits the NGOs and their donors. Without talking about the people’s rights, mere distribution of relief is useless.
In this context, it is interesting to note that an agreement was signed between the GoB and UNDP in 2002 to evolve a strategy to manage floods as disasters. Five districts of Bihar, Supaul, Madhubani, Sitamarhi, Muzaffarpur and Khagaria were chosen for making an intensive effort on this issue. Awareness building about disasters and their management is an important aspect of the agreement reached between UNDP and GoB. The 2003-2004 Annual Report of the Relief and Rehabilitation Department of GoB throws ample light on this collaboration between the two parties. Reading through the pages of the Report, one gets an impression that the main problem of disasters in Bihar revolves round earthquakes, not floods or droughts. Obviously the campaign launched by government agencies and NGOs, working on post-earthquake relief and rehabilitation in Kutch in Gujarat, has affected the programs launched in Bihar. Workshops were organized in different part of the state to make people aware about the impact of earthquakes and the precautions to be taken in the case of such a disaster. Reports from such workshops suggest that the proposed dams in Nepal and the impact of earthquakes on them are not on their agenda and efforts are on to educate people about building houses that are earthquake safe. But the issue of reservoir induced seismicity and its impact on dwellings is by-passed in such meetings as are water-related disasters like floods and droughts.
Many NGOs have participated in this program because they must have received some financial support for it.  In the hope of getting some grant from the government or UNDP, these NGOs do not have the courage to tell the authorities that the principal disaster facing Bihar is water-related, whether surplus or deficit, and it will help people if more focus is given to such issues. To cap it all, when the floods were at their peak in 2003 and 2004, these NGOs took out cycle rallies in Patna and Muzaffarpur to make the masses aware about earthquakes, their aftermath and the precautions one should take to brave earthquakes. The next two years, 2005 and 2006 were years of unusual droughts in Bihar. It is likely that these organizations had given a time-frame for implementing awareness programs and the donors insisted that the proposed schedule and the log-frame be strictly adhered to, compelling the NGOs to take out earthquake-related rallies in the midst of floods. These NGOs could easily have waited for a month or so to take out their rallies but insistence from donors to adhere to their targets and timetables must have put pressure on them to perform to orders. Most NGOs lack the courage to tell their donors the impracticality of their schedule and the donors, in turn, refuse to affect any change in the log-frame provided to them. As a result, they both end up in becoming objects of ridicule in the eyes of others. The irony is that neither of them is willing to learn any lesson and there seems to be no remedy for it.

The Kosi was flowing in 15 different channels before embanking and never before in the history of the river as many as nearly six hundred people have died in the floods of the river. Can we draw some lessons from the river behaviour and attempt to ensure smooth flow of the river waters. There are over a million people living within the embankments and can their interests be left to the mercy of engineers who are engaged in plugging the breach at Kusaha.
This year’s breach at Kusaha in Nepal compels the Government of India to ensure that the breach is plugged in time. There are international obligations in this regard and irrespective of what we debate here, the breach is going to get plugged. The GoI will also ensure in future that no breach takes place in Nepal in future to save its skin before the international community. All the breaches in future will take place in Indian stretch of the embankment and we all should prepare for that incident to take place. We will be better equipped to discuss the issue then. That day may not be very far of.
We should also look for people’s solution of floods and revive the technologies of our ancestors and polish the same in the background of modern science. All this cannot happen without an intense awareness building.
23rd January 2009
Ram Chandra Khan
I have been talking about the Kosi issue since 1956 and I have talked about all those who have disrupted the community living there. Let me first talk about the NGOs. I was SP of Begusarai during 1973-77 and the state government had set up an enquiry against some Christian Missionaries and some NGOs. I was asked to look into their affairs and report back to the Government. I worked over the report for about a fortnight and talked to different sections of society. I recommended that the offices of these NGOs in both the districts of Munger and Begusarai should be closed. The public that I talked to called these NGOs as ‘photo party’. Whatever these NGOs did was photographed first and they had no rapport with their so-called beneficiaries. These NGOs were not trustworthy and I wrote against them. But, had the NGOs not existed, the people of the Kosi basin would have starved to death. I changed my opinion about them. Whatever little stuff these NGOs had, they came out to help the people. Sarvoday was one of them.
I have done many trips for the displaced people of the Kosi Project. This river comes from Tibet. Most of its catchment is located in Nepal and without involving these two countries, no solution to the problem of the Kosi can be found. The morphology and hydrology of the river starts from China. The plains of India and Nepal are common in nature except for the slope of the ground. China, however, is silent over the river issue as far as India is concerned.  But its silence is disturbing. There was a flash flood in Himachal Pradesh a few years ago and the causes of that flood were traced to China. Those who advocate the cause of dams must keep this in mind. Public does not participate in decision making. At least, that has been the situation till date. Even the ‘clerks’ in the project did not know what made the system collapse. When they constrained the seven channels of the Kosi to flow in just one, they forgot that all those channels were active channels. There was an earthquake in 1934 that caused upheaval of the beds of many rivers and the same thing happened to Himalayas. The drainage of the river from Himalayas to the Ganga is unique which the planners forgot while planning the flood control projects. Nehru talked about the tryst with destiny in 1947 but he was very cautious in talking about the Kosi. Before taming the Kosi, there was a proposal to tame the Tilyuga. Cases were filed against it in Privy Council in the British Period and all those documents are available. There was an attempt to tame the Kosi in the 16th – 17th Century also. That time the Kosi was nearly 70 miles away from the Tilyuga but a conspiracy was hatched to force the Kosi to flow through Tilyuga. Just imagine, where was the Kosi then and where it is located now. Could we not device means so that the rivers are not diverted, they don’t get dried up, the glaciers remain intact and so on.
If the waters of seven rivers are pushed into just one, can the host river live in peace? The embankment on the Kosi was not natural; it was man made and an act of novices as that. I was in a meeting in Navhatta some thirty years ago and I had said that one day the river will sweep 25 lakh people. That is what precisely happened this year.  All the drainage is in the easterly direction and so is the direction of the sub-surface water. The embankment will also breach in that direction. We must find whether it was wise to push all the Kosi waters into Tilyuga? This could never be a job of scientists. I do not know what happened to the agriculture, horticulture, forestry and animal husbandry in the area but I know that whenever any land based activity is taken up, forestry and horticulture will be impacted.
There is report of UN which says that the kind of deforestation that has taken place in Nepal is unprecedented.
I had visited Kusaha and was told there that no responsible person ever visited Kusaha and the result was that the embankment breached there. There was another breach in 1994 when VS Dubey was the chief secretary and all the related documents are available. I am going to meet Justice Walia shortly to tell all that an inhuman application of science. The flow in the Kosi ranges from 10,000 cusecs to 9, 00,000 cusecs. Whether all this flow be pushed into the Tilyuga and whether that river is capable of carrying that much of discharge. And if all that flow passes through the Tilyuga, will the embankment be safe?
We have lost the Kosi. And nearly 2 million people stand uprooted because of that. There was a meting in Ranchi few years ago about the World Commission on Dams Report which the GoI has rejected. Where is the so-called development? If there is interference with rivers, there will always be concern about the ecology and greater human interests.
There should be debate about the breach and its plugging. When every body will rise, the Government will become small before the people. Natural flow of the Kosi must be restored. I will suggest that a team should be made to look for the human and scientific solution of the Kusaha problem. The team should talk to the people and should also prepare itself to challenge the faulty science.
Shivanand Bhai (Simultala)
There is a decline in the number of sympathizers of Sarvoday but that does not mean that it has lost relevance. We now have people like Ram Chandra Khan, Radha Bahan and PV Rajgopal with us and they all have assured help in our cause. I am also grateful to Dinesh Mishra whose untiring effort has highlighted the plight of the people of the Kosi basin.
PV Rajgopal (Delhi)
 I understand that we have talked about the role of the governments and non-existence of any disaster management system in the state, non-participation of the public in relief and rehabilitation, and that there was no role of the Panchayati Raj Institutions. There was declaration of National Disaster of the breach event but the decentralization of power was not visible.
We have talked about initiating a dialogue with the people which is very important. We should also push the agenda of making the government accountable of all its commissions and omissions.

There is a need for highlighting the water issue in the state and I propose that Podiatrist should be taken out to enhance people’s participation at all stages of life. I had taken a padyatra in 2001 from Jamui to Patna when the Naxal movement was at its peak. We found that the population was split in various fractions and I find the same here in case of the Kosi basin. The people of Bihar are hard working and the green revolution of Punjab has its roots in the hard work of these people. Land holding is skewed despite Bhudan Movement. There is general indifference towards the problems faced by the people among the youth here. The problem is that democracy cannot function without people’s participation. 

I have met many responsible people abroad and they have shown interest in helping Bihar. One of them was an MP in Holland. 
There were nearly 10,000 persons in one of my meetings in the Kosi area and we could run a training program for youth for three days. There is a huge team of youth in Bihar willing to work for a change. I have written to so many people and telling them about the fate of the people of the Kosi Belt. Sharad Yadav, Sheela Dikshit AND George have responded also. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh has given me all the details of central assistance to the state. And if all that is correct, that money is not seen on the ground. 

I have a plan to take a padyatra from Birpur to Saharsa in the month of February/March. We should camp in Saharsa for 4-5 days and carry out simultaneous meetings at Patna and Delhi on those dates. I hope that 40-50 thousand people will assemble in Saharsa and that will be a turning point for the struggle.
Tripurari Sharan
I have seen the movements of Chipko and I am aware what deforestation means to the people and the ecosystem. Himalayas are very steep and there is lot of erosion of these hills. All that debris comes into our rivers and causes floods. Himalaya will have to be saved. The Kosi is a very unstable river because of sediment load. Such rivers should not be embanked. It is possible to tame a river like the Sone but the Kosi is a different river. It is sheer madness to tame a river like the Kosi.

The solution to the flood problem will come out of people’s struggle. We will have to discuss more about migration but we should refrain from making extreme statements doing away with embankments. We should, instead, suggest that the rivers should be given enough space for their movement.  
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks from the chair and it was resolved that a team will work to prepare a draft that will ultimately emerge as Patna Declaration to be sent to various responsible people in the Government.
Dinesh Kumar Mishra
Kavindra Kumar Pandey
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